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“Riders on the Earth Together: Brothers in the Eternal Cold”
by Archibald MacLeish
Try to answer the following questions using specific evidence from the text. If you cannot answer a
question, you should try to use your own words to write the definition of the writing strategy included
in the question.

1. What ABSTRACTION is MacLeish discussing?

2. Select one group of JUXTAPOSED ideas in paragraph four. What is the purpose of such
JUXTAPQSITION?

3. Explain where the essay uses each of the following types of ORGANIZATION:
A. DEDUCTIVE:

B. CHRONOLOGICAL:

C. SPATIAL:

D. INDUCTIVE:

4. Find examples of the following literary devices and figurative language
A. ASSONANCE:

B. ALLITERATION:

C. METAPHOR:

D. SIMILE:



PARALLELISM CHART: Macleish begins his essay with the following ASSERTION: “Men’s conception of themselves and of each other has always
depended on their notion of the earth.” Complete the chart below to analyze the development of his assertion.

Medieval Time Recent History Now

men’s notion of
the earth

ALLUSION to
Dante’s /nferno

men’s
conception of
themselves and
others

men’s actions
as a result of
his perspective




