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Practice using brackets and ellipses with this excerpt from “Riders on the Earth Together.”  In each of 
the four quotes below, words that have been added are in italics, and words that are taken out are 

crossed out.  On another sheet of paper, rewrite each quotation using the proper brackets and ellipses. 
 

[Sorry, but I can’t place the original text on the website for fear of violating copyright laws.  You should, however, 

be able to complete the assignment without it.] 
  

1. “Men's conception of themselves and of each other has always depended on their notion of the earth.” 

2. “Men's conception of themselves and of each other has always depended on their notion of the earth. 

When the earth was the World -- all the world there was -- and the stars were lights in Dante's heaven, and 

the ground beneath men's feet roofed Hell, they saw themselves as creatures at the center of the universe.” 

3. MacLeish contends that humanity perceives itself as the “center” of importance. 

4. MacLeish believes that “from that high place of self-importance they ruled and killed and conquered as 

they pleased.” 


